Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/17 : CIA-RDP80T00246A032000680001-1
7 ’
! // . - Vi Va

s

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

% Defense of the U:;M States within t.h:h n:o':;:
3 , US.C. . 793
INFORMATION REPORT ot e Ervmesanion or tevelation of which In
any to an horized person is prohibited
by law.
J S FE_C.R.E.T 25X 1
COUNTRY Bulgaria REPORT
SUBJECT Atomic Research Center near Sofia DATE DISTR. 7 January 1957
NO. OF PAGES 1
DATE OF INFO. " REQUIREMENT NO. RD 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
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THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
i (FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

‘three short reports on the Atomic Research Center 5-6 ki]_ometeré‘sx,]

__southeast of Sofia‘
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Bulgaria
rxperimental Selentific Center for iAtomic Gtudies

1. 4n experimental center for atemic studles is allegedly under corstruction
in Sofia and covers an areax of two hectares. The complex waich will be built
in steges, and not part of the city of Sofia, will include four nain buildings
in addition to various other installations/%ﬁich will be located the iastitute
and the iy experimental physics center, end is intended for use in experimental

researckh and the peaceful use of atomic power.

2. The U3S) will supply an experimental reactor &s well as fissionable (7)

material necessary for the reactor.

3. Bulgarla produces uranium ore wkich, however, is exported to the

U3JR whereswmgl. fissionable uaterial is extracted for the experimental reactor.

4. Bulgaria at present nas facilities for processing uruniuc ore but no

equipment for transforming tae uranium ore into fissionable (7)) materisl.

5. It appears tact also in the future Bulgaria because of tne Lec: of
fucilitiea, will continue to send to the UusiR 1ts uranium production, cnu the
Ustr will se-d to Bulgariam the fissioneble uaterial. This is accordance with
tie plans of the fentral Institute of the liuclear desearch o the eastern

block countries locuted in Hoscow.
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Bulgaurie
Atonic Hesearch Institutes

1. In accordance with agresments concluded between the USSR and several
satellite countries waich provide for tho creation of atomic research centers in
the verious countries, work masxzkaxkedxkwxiwkzaxk of this type has sturted in

Bulgaria to which no publicity has been given.

2. Bulgarion installations are being dkxmxtm  erected approximately 5
kilometers southeast of Sofis and according to plans will be coupleted by 1 duly 1957.

The ceanter will have, among other things, & reactor and o cyclotron.

3. Vonstruction work is still in its initial stages. 4 building eoproxi-
notely 40 meters long and 12 meters wide has now been completed up to its third
f;oor. in cduition to this there are four other buildings ot various points of
conatruction. Heinforced concrete columns approximotely 2 veters high, which
will apparently serve for aoldlng up a barbed wire fence.surroun&tngxﬁhe entire
area, waich is approximctely 750 x 700 x 800 meters. The entire area is locuted

in a plehkn.

Ly, CJomstraction plens were wade by the Central Institute for Bonstruction
of Plans, #x=wprawkk Glavproekt, under the direction of the crciitects Vasklov
and Pet§o Kanturdzhiev. Zne erchisect)Zhan Gozov took part as advisor. ihe
above plans prior to being siurted were sent to the UsSr where they were checked

and approved.
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Bulgeria
The Sofia Atomic Center

1. the 3o0fia atomic Center under construc-

tion in a series of buildings whose bordering walls are now being erected. This
instellation is located approximuately 6 kilometers southeast of wofia, exactly
2 kllometers northwest of the Sofia-Plowvdiv and Sofia-Jamokov crossrouds.

2. 'The comstruction of this instellation is proceeding at a rapid pace
even tanough quite a feQ difficulties have arisen becuuse of the lack of *heavy®

concrete.

3, The area where tnese buildings are located is starting to be surrounded

by a high, reinforced concrete fence which| )shortlgjiilwill

be surrounded by a protective wall which will maoke it impossible to observe the

installations.

4. The installations cover a rectangular area whose wider side is adjucent

to the Sofie-Plovdiv highway and is 900 meters in length.

5. The constructions appear to be grouped in three distinct blocks which
would presumably correspond to: (8) buildings for the atomic reactor in the eastern
section; (b) worksnop of the scientific experimental base on the west side; (e)

institute of pnysics in the central block.
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6. The building in which the atomic reactor 'w'ill allegedly wkkk be placed

has the following dimensions: 30 meters in

lengtn, 20 meters in width and 16 meters in height.

’;

7. Allegzedly the technical equi.ment to be installed in the center 1a
already arriving from the UsSR accompanied by speclalized personnel charged

«#ith taking care of the assembly which should be started in the coming yeuw.

8. 'Mae center will be equipped with a nuclear reactor with a power of

2,000 kilowatts and a cyclotron whose characteristics are unknown.
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